THE      DISCIPLINE

swelling current of mundane pleasures which life brings
from a thousand sources to persons of less ascetic tem-
perament. How incomprehensible has been God's
decision, Calvin groans again and again, to create His
creatures so imperfect and immoral, perpetually inclined
towards vice and sin, incapable of recognizing the divine,
and impatient to plunge once again in the deep waters of
sin. Disgust seizes him when he contemplates his brothers
in the faith. Never perhaps has a great founder of a
religion used such degrading terms in his description of
mankind: "bete indomptable etferoce," and, yet worse, "une
ordure.'9 Again, in his Institutio: "If we contemplate man
only in respect of his natural gifts, we find in him, from
the crown of his head to the sole of his feet, no trace
whatever of goodness. Whatever in him is a little praise-
worthy, comes from the grace of God. . . . All our justice
is injustice; our service, filth; our glory, shame. Even
the best things that rise out of us are always made infect
and vicious by the uncleanness of the flesh, and are
always mingled with dirt."

Obviously one who, from the philosophic standpoint,
regards man as an unsuccessful and abortive piece of
workmanship on God's part, will never be willing, as
theologian and statesman, to concede that God can have
given such a creature a jot of liberty or independence.
Ruthlessly, the Almighty must deprive this corrupt and
greedy creature of the right of self-determination, for "if
we leave man to his own (devices, his soul is capable of
naught but evil." Once for all, we must rebuke the
spawn of Adam for the presumptuous notion that they
have any right to develop their relationship to God and
to the world here below in accordance with their own
personality; and the more harshly we repress such pre-
sumption, the more we subordinate and bridle man, the
better for him. No liberty, no freedom of the will, for
man could only misuse such privileges. He must forcibly
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